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BY KAREN WEATHERWAX

I’m poised with my camera ready to capture the joy
on my daughter’s face as she unwraps the Hannah
Montana doll she’s been asking for since July. 

Click! Did I get it?
Sort of. Usually I snap the top of her head while

she’s tearing off the last piece of wrapping. My per-
sonal favorite? Her brother’s torso as he runs through
the shot.

So how do we snag those candid holiday photos
that show the spirit and the joy of the season? To get
photos like the pros, we asked local photographer
Karen Weatherwax of Delphi, Ind., for some help.
Here are her tips for pictures you’ll be proud to show
off. –editor

Tip #1:  Know your camera.  
I know (yawn!) boring, but really, read your manual.
At the very least, you need to know how to put the
battery in, press the shutter release and view your
images. Carry your manual in your camera bag.

Say cheese!
tips for better holiday photos

Tip #2:  Green means “Go.”
All modern cameras have autofocus and auto expo-
sure. One common cause for blurred images is the
failure of the photographer to allow the camera to
“set up” before taking the picture. If you’ve been
using one big push of the shutter release button to
take pictures, you are probably experiencing a time
lag because the camera still needs to set up and
focus. The result is blurry images or missing the
moment.

Here are some steps to avoid out-of-focus
shots: Aim your camera toward your subject. Press
the shutter release button lightly, about half-way
down. This sets up or “focuses” the camera.

Compose your picture in the frame. When you
see green (brackets or “go” light) through your
viewfinder or on your LCD screen, press the shut-
ter release all the way down.

Tip #3: Pay attention to the background.
What is the subject of your image? A simple,
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[CONTINUED]    uncluttered background works best for keeping
attention on your subject.  Watch for poles or tree branches
and such “growing” from the heads of your subjects and ruin-
ing an otherwise great shot. If you don’t have the luxury of an
uncluttered background, you can adjust the depth of field to
focus on the subject while the background goes out of focus.
Your point-and-shoot camera can achieve this using “portrait
mode.”

Tip #4:  Art rules!
To move beyond ho-hum to art, try imagining a tic-tac-toe grid
over your image. Instead of centering, position your subject at
an intersection of the grid when composing through the
viewfinder. This is called the “rule of thirds.” Positioning your
subject using this rule breaks up symmetry and – TaDa – ART!

Tip #5:  Get close.
Don’t be afraid to fill the frame with your subject. How else
will you see Johnny’s beautiful blue eyes? There is a more inti-
mate feel to the close-up portrait.

Tip #6:  Get down.
What would the holidays be without the joy and excitement of
children? When photographing children, get down to kid level.
Kneel down, sit on the floor or lie on your stomach. Images of
children will be more compelling from a kid’s perspective.

Tip #7: Turn off your flash.
The pop-up flash on your point-and-shoot camera can cause
harsh, flat lighting with distracting shadows. Turn off your
flash whenever you can when shooting indoors. Try turning on
lamps and other lighting. Use natural light by shooting near a
window. 

Bump up the ISO number on your camera (read about ISO
in your camera’s manual). If you’re shooting a subject that
would normally call for flash, increase the ISO on your camera
to compensate. A larger ISO number allows the camera’s sen-
sor to pull in more light. 

If you must use your flash, read your manual to learn the
range, typically from 4 to 10 feet. Placing your subject within
that range will improve the quality of the light on your subject.

Tip #8: Holiday lights.
In any low-light situation, such as holiday lights, the result can
be a blurry image because the shutter must remain open longer.
To get inspiring shots of beautiful light displays, try turning off
your flash. Use a tripod, place the camera on a table or lean
against a wall. Set the self-timer on your camera, or set your
point and shoot camera’s mode to “Night Scenery.”
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